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CFH (Lanes D-E); 10 ng CFH (Lanes F-G), 1 ng CFH (Lanes H-I), or 0 ng CFH (Lane J).
However, each lane was loaded with only half of these reaction mixtures, so the amount of CFH in the gel are half that listed. Lane A: control sample kept at 4°C. Lanes B, D, F, and H: incubated at 37°C for 10 min. Lanes C, E, G, and I: incubated at 37°C for 30 min. Lane J:
control sample with only C3b and CFI (no CFH) incubated at 37°C for 30 min. Starred arrow indicates C3b degradation products, C3bα62 and C3bα41. The highest molecular weight protein on this gel, CFH (150 kD), is seen to be less prominent in lanes further to the right, which correlates with the lower amounts of CFH being present in these samples. In fact, in the 1 ng CFH samples (Lanes H and I) no CFH is visualized. However, even in these samples, there was some degradation of C3b into the C3bα62 and C3bα41 fragments during both 10 and 30 min. 37°C
incubations. In contrast to Lanes B -G where more CFH was present, a significant amount of the 101 kD C3b α-chain remained uncleaved in these low-CFH samples (Lanes H-I). Thus, in most of the subsequent cofactor assays testing the influence of THP on this activity of CFH, 1 ng of CFH was utilized in the 10 µl reaction mixture, even though it was not visualized on the silver-stained gels. 
